THE MAKING OF THE PERSEUS

fTlHE Duke of Florence at this time, which
A was the month of August, 1545, had retired
to Poggio a Cajano, ten miles distant from Flor-
ence. Thither then I went to pay him my respects,
with the sole object of acting as duty required,
first because I was a Florentine, and next because
my forefathers had always been adherents of the
Medicean party, and I yielded to none of them
in affection for this Duke Cosimo. As I have
said, then, I rode to Poggio with the sole object
of paying my respects, and with no intention of
accepting service under him, as God, who does
all things well, did then appoint for me.

When I was introduced, the Duke received me
very kindly; then he and the Duchess put ques-
tions concerning the works which I had executed
for the King.* I answered willingly and in detail.
After listening to my story, he answered that he
had heard as much, and that I spoke the truth.
Then he assumed a tone of sympathy, and added:
"How small a recompense for such great and
noble masterpieces! Friend Benvenuto, if you feel

*This   Duchess   was   Eleonora   di   Toledo,   well
known to us through Bronzlno's portrait.
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